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Website: www.horsedrivingtrials.co.uk

Fire!
Although fi re threatened the tinder-dry box park at Henbury last 
year it doesn’t seem to have fi gured highly on any risk assessment 
this year. The other two, however, have been all too obvious and we 
owe a huge debt of gratitude to those landowners, event organisers, 
stewards and offi cials who have struggled to mount events for us 
this summer and sympathy to those who were forced to cancel.

Flood!
Catton and Henbury both had horrendous weather in the run up to their 
events and were forced to give up. Castle Kennedy took Alnwick’s date 
and got Alnwick’s weather when it rained all day Saturday. Sandringham 
had to shorten their marathon due to the heavy going and then had rain 
on Sunday and Lowther, having had the river threaten the dressage 
arena two weeks before the event, also shortened their marathon. The 
river suddenly rose again during the marathon making it impassable and 
causing the water obstacle to be abandoned. Then a water main burst 
in the village on Saturday depriving the whole showground of water 
and threatening the fi nal day of the show. Luckily the water company 
managed to effect repairs in time. 

Although Normanhurst had a fi ne weekend for the event, two of the 
obstacles were under water on Tuesday, and it was a brave decision 
to carry on trusting the weather forecast to be right. Some people still 
had to be towed out! Ashfi elds, having stepped in to run an event when 
the Trent invaded the box park at Catton, had to abandon their water 
obstacle when the approach track collapsed into a badger set below.

Pestilence!
Borde Hill was lost to the fi rst Foot and Mouth saga, and what 
a shame that was, but the Novice Qualifi er was transferred to 
Normanhurst. Foot and Mouth also caused worries for Castle 
Kennedy and Normanhurst, but they were able to run. 

And as for the National Championships at Windsor!! Jill Holah 
had been working for months on the organisation and she and 
her team had worked overtime getting everything prepared. The 
obstacles were built, painted and lettered, rings were laid out, 
marquees erected, loos and skips in place; the marathon route 
was marked out, and some competitors had arrived, when on 
Wednesday morning they were told that there was a Foot and 
Mouth outbreak close by and the event could not proceed. Indeed 
they were asked to vacate the park as soon as possible. Once 
anyone had left the park, they were not allowed to return.

And now perseverance 
They picked themselves up from that blow and immediately started 
to plan a replacement event. By lucky chance Robin and Katy 
Nielson had a clear weekend on September 21st to 23rd at Catton 
Park and by Thursday lunchtime practically everything was in 
hand!! What a remarkable achievement! 

Unfortunately we were unaware that the Midlands DTG had 
rescheduled their end of year event and party to that weekend. 
They very sportingly cancelled that event and told all their stewards 
and competitors to help with the championships. As you will have 
seen in last month’s Carriage Driving, MDTG had already had many 
events cancelled and didn’t need this additional lost event. We are 
indebted to them. 
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 Horse Tandems       Horse Four in hands
1st Pat Cooper 1st George Bowman IV
2nd Rene Schoop 2nd Georgina Frith
3rd Carol Boswell 3rd  Pippa Basset
4th John Fowler 4th  Dick Lane

End of Season Party
The Points League awards will be presented at the 

End of Season Party on 20th October at the Yew Lodge 
Hotel, Kegworth, Leicestershire. Out of courtesy to the 
sponsors, will those concerned please make every 
effort to attend and collect their prize.
The party includes a champagne reception, four 
course meal, the alternative awards and disco. For 
tickets and alternative award nominations forms see: 
www.horsedriving trials.co.uk.

Success abroad
The horse pairs team of Barnaby Bowman, John 
Attenborough and Wilf Bowman Ripley competed in 
the FEI World Championships in Poland. Barnaby 
drove the dressage test of his life and fi nished 6th 
after dressage, see the full report on page 50. Many 
congratulations and commiserations to them all.

Four BHDTA members competed in France at 
Compiegne CAI–B with excellent results. Single 
Pony Class 1st Sue Denny, 2nd Anna Grayston, 4th 
Sue Corlett. Horse Team Class 5th Pippa Bassett.

Robert Buck competed with Julie Camm’s pony 
at the Belgium National Championships in the Single 
Pony Class and won. Many congratulations to him.

Vacancies on council
We have three retiring council members of whom at 
least one does not wish to stand again. To serve your 
sport on council is a most rewarding experience, but 
is not to be taken on lightly. You should be aware 
that no expenses are paid to council members but, if 
you feel that you could give the time and dedication 
to help, please complete an application form that 
can be obtained from the website or the offi ce.

Liza takes over Caroline
Caroline Musker is retiring as Chairman of the Judges 
Committee. She has held this important position for 
many years and we are most grateful to her for her 
dedication. She will be succeeded by Liza Wood who 
has some exciting plans for next year.
If any members have any news that they would 
like to share please email to Sally Moreton at sally.
moreton@btconnect.com or telephone 01526 
388643, ideally before the 12th of each month.

2007 Points League Championships
WINDSOR INSURANCE NOVICE POINTS LEAGUE

 Novice Pony   Novice Horse
1st Ann Davey  1st Jan Blumire
2nd Sue Pridding  2nd Tracy Robson
3rd  Lorraine Davies  3rd Jane Issac
4th Nichola Blandin  4th Tracy Bell

FENIX CARRIAGES POINTS LEAGUE
Intermediate Pony  Open Pony

1st Cathy Willis  1st Julie Tomasik
2nd Tracy Fletcher  2nd Carolyn Hall
3rd Janet Pilling  3rd Sue Mayes
4th Sharon Redfern  4th Pippa Jarman
 Advanced Pony   Pony Pairs
1st Sue Denney  1st Jo Rennison
2nd Sue Mart   2nd Rachel Stevens
3rd Sara Howe  3rd Stephanie Byrne
4th Anna Grayson  4th  Wendy Wadsworth
 Pony Tandems   Pony Four in hand
1st Danielle Twitchen  1st Sarah Jane Cook
2nd Sue Mayes  2nd Colin Allen
3rd Lady Brabourne  3rd Julia Liles
4th Audrey Budge  4th Susan Skeggs
 Intermediate Horse  Open Horse
1st Philip Reeves  1st John Keeler
2nd Chris Smith  2nd Di Hayes
3rd Vicki Irwin  3rd Sarah Garnett
4th Owen Pilling  4th Susan Henry
 Advanced Horse   Horse Pairs
1st Angela Flanagan  1st Barnaby Bowman
2nd Ian Bertram  2nd John Attenborough
3rd Di Hayes   3rd Wilf Bowman Ripley
4th Pam Neill  4th David Matthews

Many, many thanks to Jill and her team for a tremendous effort. 
Full report in next month’s Carriage Driving.

To everyone who has helped to mount an event for us this 
summer – THANK YOU.

SUPPORTERS NEWS

Annual Conference 
20th October 2007
We hope to see as many of you as possible at the Conference this 
year. This is your opportunity to have your say. 

Do you like not having to register your horse? 
Is the Class Structure now working? 
Do you like start fees, or should they be replaced with Horse 
Registrations?
Would you like more two day events? Should Intermediates drive 
with fewer cones?
Should pairs have more clearance in the cones? 
Should there be only two dressage judges per arena to reduce 
cost? 
These are a few suggestions. There must be many more. Please 

send your questions and ideas to the offi ce in plenty of time so that 
they can be grouped sensibly for discussion.

Carriage Driving apologise most sincerely for the incorrect detail 
contained in the caption of the picture of Julie Hoskyns in the last 
issue. Julie came 11th overall with her pony pair.

Stewards & Supporters
In the recent BHDTA Newsletter it was stated that the Stewards/
Supporters meeting at the conference was by invitation only, this is 
not correct. Everyone concerned will be most welcome to air their 
views and suggest new ideas. I would like to see as many people 
as possible at this meeting.
Please send your ideas/complaints in writing by October 15th (so they 
can be considered) to: Sheila Hawking, Pollums Hose Farm, Lumby 
South Milford, Leeds LS25 5LD.

John Keeler in  lighter mood with his course builder’s assistant hat 
on at Farleigh Trials taking bets on the fi eld, John then went on to 
win the 2007 Open Horse Fenix Carriages Points League.
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Julie Camm who came third in dressage and fourth overall in the 
single pony class at the FEI Combined World Pony Championships at 
Dorthealyst 2007.


